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The Last Invocation — Walt Whitman (1819-92)

At the last, tenderly,

From the walls of the powerful fortress’d house,

From the clasp of the knitted locks, from the keep of the well-closed doors,
Let me be wafted.

Let me glide noiselessly forth;
With the key of softness unlock the locks — with a whisper,
Set ope the doors O soul.

Tenderly — be not impatient,
(Strong is your hold O mortal flesh,
Strong is your hold O love.) 1871

This setting of Walt Whitman’s The Last Invocation is an adaptation of “Fly,” the second movement of my Fantasia Concertante on
Old American Tunes for solo viola, piano, and string orchestra. When my brother Alan passed away in late 2016, I was moved to
compose music to honor his memory. The sentiment expressed in Whitman’s poem brought to mind Albert E. Brumley’s 1929 folk
hymn, “I’ll Fly Away,” which had inspired the original movement of the Fantasia. This adaptation was written in response to the
ending of a life, but it expresses the sense of release and lightness overcoming fear and darkness as death approaches.

“Some glad morning when this life is o’er, I'll fly away;
To a home on God’s celestial shore, I'll fly away.
I'll fly away, O glory, I'll fly away;

When I die, Hallelujah, by and by, I'll fly away.”
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*all strings bow with slight separation until the end
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