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Three Songs of Emily Dickinson

Jor soprano and double bass

1. Bee! I’'m Expecting You!
2. Answer July

3. A Single Clover Plank
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Program Note

Andrena is a genus of bees commonly known as “mining bees.” The three poems in this set
reflect Emily Dickinson’s fascination with bees, as references to bees are made in much of
her poetry. From the charming letter to Bee from Fly in the first song through the
existential questioning of time and nature in “Answer July,” to the unfortunate demise of
the bee in “A Single Clover Plank,” many aspects of a bee’s life are explored.

poems by Emily Dickinson (1830-86)

1. Bee! I’'m Expecting You! 3. A Single Clover Plank
Bee! I'm expecting you! A Single Clover Plank
Was saying Yesterday Was all that saved a Bee
To Somebody you know A Bee I personally knew
That you were due — From sinking in the sky —
The Frogs got Home last Week — Twixt Firmament above
Are settled, and at work — And Firmament below
Birds mostly back — The Billows of Circumference
The Clover warm and thick — Were sweeping him away —
You’ll get my letter by The idly swaying Plank
The Seventeenth; Reply Responsible to nought
Or better, be with me — A sudden Freight of Wind assumed
Your’s, Fly. And Bumble Bee was not —
This harrowing event
2. Answer July Transpiring in the Grass
Did not so much as wring from him
Answer July A wandering “Alas” —
Where is the Bee —
Where is the Blush —
Where is the Hay?

Ah, said July —
Where is the Seed —
Where is the Bud —
Where is the May —
Answer Thee — me —

Nay — said the May —
Show me the Snow —
Show me the Bells —

Show me the Jay!

Quibbled the Jay —
Where be the Maise —
Where be the Haze —
Where be the Bur?
Here — said the Year —
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Emily Dickinson

2. Answer July
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3. A Single Clover Plank
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8 A Single Clover Plank
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A Single Clover Plank
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A Single Clover Plank
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