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1. THE KITTEN  
(from “The Kitten and the Falling Leaves”) 
 William Wordsworth (1770-1850) 
 
See the kitten on the wall, 
Sporting with the leaves that fall, 
Withered leaves--one--two--and three-- 
From the lofty elder-tree! 
Through the calm and frosty air 
Of this morning bright and fair . . .  
—But the kitten, how she starts; 
Crouches, stretches, paws, and darts!  
 
First at one, and then its fellow 
Just as light and just as yellow; 
There are many now--now one-- 
Now they stop and there are none. 
What intenseness of desire 
In her upward eye of fire! 
With a tiger-leap half way 
Now she meets the coming prey, 
Lets it go as fast, and then 
Has it in her power again: 
Now she works with three or four, 
Like an Indian conjuror; 
Quick as he in feats of art, 
Far beyond in joy of heart. 
 

2. THE CAT AND THE MOON 
 W. B. Yeats (1865-1939) 
 
THE CAT went here and there  
And the moon spun round like a top,  
And the nearest kin of the moon,  
The creeping cat, looked up.  
Black Minnaloushe stared at the moon,  
For, wander and wail as he would,  
The pure cold light in the sky  
Troubled his animal blood.  
Minnaloushe runs in the grass  
Lifting his delicate feet.  
Do you dance, Minnaloushe, do you dance?  
When two close kindred meet,  
What better than call a dance?  
Maybe the moon may learn,  
Tired of that courtly fashion,  
A new dance turn.  
Minnaloushe creeps through the grass  
From moonlit place to place,  
The sacred moon overhead  
Has taken a new phase.  
Does Minnaloushe know that his pupils  
Will pass from change to change,  
And that from round to crescent,  
From crescent to round they range?  
Minnaloushe creeps through the grass  
Alone, important and wise,  
And lifts to the changing moon  
His changing eyes. 
 

 
3. TO MRS REYNOLDS’S CAT 
John Keats (1795–1821) 
 
Cat! who hast passed thy grand climacteric, 
  How many mice and rats hast in thy days 
 Destroyed? How many tit-bits stolen? Gaze 
With those bright languid segments green, and prick 
Those velvet ears - but prithee do not stick 
 Thy latent talons in me, and up-raise 
 Thy gentle mew, and tell me all thy frays 
Of fish and mice, and rats and tender chick. 
Nay, look not down, nor lick thy dainty wrists - 
 For all thy wheezy asthma, and for all 
Thy tail's tip is nicked off, and though the fists 
 Of many a maid have given thee many a maul, 
Still is that fur as soft as when the lists 
 In youth thou enteredst on glass-bottled wall.       
 
 
 
Program Note 
Genevieve’s Cats was written for soprano and cat lover Genevieve Fulks, who selected the poems in this 
set. The three poems feature cats at different stages of their lives, from Wordsworth’s kitten through 
Yeats’ adult cat to Keats’ older cat, although features distinctive to the feline species are common to all. 
The creation of this piece was made possible through the generous support of the Osage Arts Community 
residency program located in Belle, Missouri. 
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